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Dear Neil,
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 1 December about vaccination against COVID-19 for 
those registered with private GPs. Please accept my sincere apologies for the delay in 
replying to you. 
 
I can assure you that those who receive private healthcare can access the COVID-19 
vaccine, in line with prioritisation advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation (JCVI). 
 
The General Practice COVID-19 vaccination programme 2020/21 Enhanced Service 
Specification is the contract that general practices will deliver COVID-19 vaccination under. 
This contract enables NHS practices that are working within their Primary Care Network 
(PCN) groupings to vaccinate unregistered patients, including those registered privately. 
PCNs will then receive payment for this. This is provided that the patients are eligible for a 
vaccination, starting with those most at risk. 

 
If a person does not have an NHS number, they can still book an appointment to be 
vaccinated. People do not require an NHS number to receive a vaccination and should never 
be denied one on this basis, either when attending their vaccination appointment in person, 
or through the design of booking systems.  

 
If someone does not have an NHS number but is within an eligible group, services should 
vaccinate now, record locally via a paper system, and ensure that the vaccination is formally 
documented later. 
 

In terms of eligibility, the JVCI has advised that the key aims during phase one of vaccine 
deployment should be the prevention of mortality and morbidity, as well as the protection of 
our health and social care system. The immediate priority should be to prevent deaths and 
protect health and care staff, with old age deemed the single biggest factor determining 
mortality. 

 
I am delighted that we have now offered a vaccine to the top four priority groups as 
recommended by the JCVI; care home residents and staff, those aged over 80 years old, 
frontline health and social care staff, those aged over 70 years old, and the clinically 
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extremely vulnerable. These groups have so far accounted for 88 per cent of COVID-19 
fatalities. 
 

In summary, if an individual in private healthcare is classed as being in one of the priority 
cohorts, they should be on the list to receive their vaccine at the appropriate time. 

 
With regard to shielding, if the NHS does not know about an individual’s qualifying condition, 
then they may not have been picked up in the initial development of the shielded patient list. 
However, they should have been added subsequently as part of the clinical review by GPs 
and clinicians. Individuals can still be added to the shielded patient list if they ask their GP, 
provided they have an underlying health condition that determines them to be clinically 
extremely vulnerable. 
 
Thank you again for taking the time to write and I hope that this reply is helpful. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
NADHIM ZAHAWI MP 

Minister for COVID Vaccine Deployment 
Minister for Business and Industry 

 


